
“Changing our 
negative habits 
will help 
humanity 
survive.”

“The world is 
totally doomed 
because of all 
the negative 
things 
happening.”
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another happy thing to talk about. The 
Human Race doesn’t have a shot at living 
another hundred years; I can guarantee 
that.
For the past fifteen years in Antarctica, 
glaciers have been melting due to warm 
water flowing beneath the ice shelves.  
This is a symptom of a larger problem, 
a problem called climate change. Many 
people claim that the water melting off the 
glaciers is causing global water levels to 
slowly rise. 
According to most modern scientists, the 
Atlantic Ocean will flood nearly the 
entirety of Florida by 2050, as well as the 
entire 
Eastern and Gulf Coasts. This is the most 
populous area of the United States. Not to 
mention the the flooding that will occur 
around the rest of the world.
 According to the National Ocean 
Service, part of the U.S. Department of 
Commerce, “39 percent of the nation’s 
population lives in counties directly on the 
shoreline.” That is 123 million people and 
they will all need to move. A displacement 
of people that massive will create a large 
scale migrant crisis. 
 According to the United Nations 
Environment Programme around half of 
the population resided within 60 km of the 
shore, that is around 3.5 Billion people. All 
those people needing to move will put a 
serious strain on the global economy and 
the land resources available to the growing 
population.
 If the floods and the following migrant 
crisis don’t plunge the world into chaos, 
then you have nuclear war to look forward 
to. Yes, our old friend Russia is finally 
getting back into that habit they have of 
constantly antagonizing other countries. 
Today, they are trying to stir up a war 
with Turkey, an unpredictable country 
that could launch nukes at any moment. 
If that were to happen, the U.S. would 
come to Turkey’s aid because they are 
both members of the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization (NATO).
 Russia has been trying their patience 
and Turkey has been angering Russia 
for the past year. With many conflicts 
over the past few years. In 2015 Russian 
officials claimed that Turkey was aiding the 
terrorist group ISIS and Turkish President 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan vowed to overthrow 
the president of Syria, Bashar Al-Assad, a 
strong ally of Russia.
 Both of these countries have nuclear 
weapons, and neither Russia nor Turkey 
have shown any apprehension when it 
comes to using them. It is like the Cold War 
all over again. The tension is very evident.
 To make matters worse, the U.S. and 
Russia are on very bad terms. The worst 
since the Cold War, according to a CNN 
article from October, titled “US, Russia 
move past Cold War to unpredictable 
conflict.” 
 “It’s not a new Cold War. It’s not even 
a deep chill. It’s an outright conflict,” said 
Nicole Gaouette and Elise Labott, the 
authors of the article. The authors are 
claiming that the hostility is worse than the 
cold war, something hard to imagine.
 That is how tense the situation is. The 
U.S. and Russia dislike each other openly. 
It is a resurrection of the Cold War, except 
this time, it could be much worse.
 As if that was not enough, both the 
United States and Europe now have to 
contend with the rise of strong nationalist 
sentiments in their borders. Nationalism 
is a strong feeling of patriotism and, in 
extreme cases, superiority over other 
countries. That in itself is not bad. The 
problem arises when nationalism is 
combined with racism. That style of 
nationalistic sentiment was a major 
contributor to the rise of the Nazis in 
Germany during the 1930’s. 
 The sentiment of wanting to close your 
borders to all people who are different 
to keep your country “pure” is not a 
good thing. This sentiment can be seen 
in Europe, with the “Brexit” vote, for 
example. That was the vote in Britain to 
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leave the 
European Union. The British felt that they 
would be better off without economic 
bonds to the rest of Europe through the 
European Union (EU). While there was 
some actual concern about the economy, 
there is no doubt that racist nationalistic 
sentiment played a big role.
 The Brexit vote was the rally of the 
far-right in Europe. In America, Far-right 
means the Tea Party. In Europe, Far-Right 
parties have ties to the Nazis. This 
sentiment has been spreading all across 
Europe. The phenomenon is described in 
a BBC, 2016 titled “Is Europe lurching to 
the far right? and is written by the Europe 
Editor, Katya Adler. Her job is providing 
analysis for the BBC on all matters 
regarding Europe.
 “Resurgent right-wing populist 
groupings shout anti-immigration and 
Euroceptic [strong opposition to the EU] 
slogans across much of the EU,” Adler 
said, explaining the fear many of people 
that these right wing groups evolve into 
Nazism.  
Donald Trump is the figurehead of this rise 
in the United States. Now, Trump is not a 
Nazi, but he has promoted closing America 
off from the rest of the world. That is 
without a doubt a form of extreme 
nationalism. Extreme nationalism leads to 
racism and xenophobia (or fear of things 
perceived as different), and that leads to 
war.  He won the presidency, so clearly a 
large portion of the American electorate 
subscribes to this way of thinking.
 
 
 

 

 So, while it seems likely that Donald 
Trump is going to plunge America back in 
time 50 years to an era of isolationism and 
bigotry, the next thing on this list is the 
massive Chinese housing bubble.
 “Housing bubble” refers to the massive 
amount of property being built and bought 
in China. China is building cities and people 
are buying houses, but they aren’t living in 
them. The price of houses and apartments 
just keeps going up. In response, people 
are spending their whole life savings to 
buy a new house or apartment which they 
won’t use. They want to buy the house so 
they can sell it a few years later to make a 
lot of money. 
 The problem is that once the price 
starts to drop, people instead start to lose 
a lot of money. Anyone who bought one of 
those houses will lose almost all the money 
they spent because its worth will drop so 
drastically.
 This is what happened in the United 
States in 2008, causing a recession, and it 
could very possibly happen in China.
 The Chinese government is promoting 
the buying of houses. They are 
sponsoring companies to build more, and 
they just lessened some of the restrictions 
on buying and owning multiple houses. 
Once that bubble “pops,” or the price of 
all the houses drop and the people lose all 
their money, the Chinese economy will be 
decimated.
  Too bad for China, right? Too bad for 
everyone, in fact, because the world’s 
economy is very connected to China’s. 
If the Chinese economy were to go into 
recession, its effects would be felt around 
the globe. There is more American currency 
in China than in America. We are closely 
tied  to them.
 In summary: the worldwide economy is 
teetering on the brink of a crash, the world 
is becoming more isolated and more racist, 
Russia and Turkey’s hatred for each other 
will drag America into World War Three and 
to top it all off, the oceans are rising up to 
kill us. If those aren’t signs of the 
apocalypse, then what is?

 POINT: 
THE WORLD IS DOOMED

US, who are opposed to nuclear warfare, 
would be to make their opinions heard by the 
government through petitions, protest, and 
letters. 
 Petitions, protests and letters have made 
a difference historically, such as in 1920 when 
women got themselves the right to vote. 
Don’t underestimate the power of us acting 
on our first amendment rights. In America, we 
must consistently tell our 
government that the threat of nuclear 
warfare will not be tolerated.
 Just as we must take some level of 
individual responsibility for the way we 
interpret and act on bad news and threats, 
we should also be wary of our constantly 
changing economic system.

 

 Let’s talk for a moment about China’s 
“housing bubble,” in quotations because that 
is not actually what we should be 
calling the current situation.
 A housing bubble is a temporary 
condition caused by unjustified speculation 
in the housing market that causes real estate 
prices to skyrocket. As with most economic 
bubbles, it eventually bursts, resulting in a 
rapid and harmful decline in real estate prices.
 What is currently happening in China 
does not coincide with this definition, as the 
entirety of the housing market is not facing 
these same issues. Unjustified speculation is 
only taking place in larger cities. 
 What is actually happening is 
overinvestment. Overinvestment means 
exactly what you’d expect: property buyers 
put down too much money on property that 
isn’t worth what they are paying. 
 Overinvestment could potentially lead 
to the property buyer losing money. This is 
unfortunate, but the Chinese government 
is aware and handling the situation as best 
as they can by clamping down on further 
mortgage lending. By no means is this going 
to decimate the global economy.
 This is a textbook example of people 
taking bad, possibly exaggerated news and 
running with it. We, as readers, can avoid 
doing this by thinking critically about what 
exactly we’re reading and who wrote it before 
we blindly accept everything we read as fact.
 With that being said, we come to 
president elect Donald Trump. There is no 
denying Trump has made racist, sexist, and 
bigoted comments. In all likelihood, any 
positive changes he makes during his time as 
president will be outweighed by negative ones 
and I, as well as many others I know, are more 
than a little scared for what is to come. The 
next four years are going to be rough. People 
are undoubtedly going to 
suffer.
 However, as with any unfortunate 
situation, this can be looked at in a positive 
way as well. Hopefully, this is a wakeup call 
to the Americans who didn’t vote in this 
election. People need to get out there and do 
their part in stopping people like Trump from 
gaining more power than they should have. It 
is important for people to 
acknowledge the power that they hold as 
voters and as citizens. 
 As citizens, there are other ways to make 
our opinions heard by the government as well, 
such as writing letters, protesting (with a 
purpose), and creating and 
signing petitions. As I previously stated, these 
things have made a difference in the past, and 
they will make a difference again in the future. 
 Trump’s candidacy and election have 
also brought racism in America back into the 
limelight, making it virtually impossible for 
people to ignore. While it’s disappointing to 
see that such blatant ignorance is alive and 
well, this is actually quite important. This is a 
time to have conversations with those around 
you about social issues. Becoming aware and 
making others aware of a problem is the first 
step to finding a solution. 
 It is well beyond time for humans to wake 
up to the world and abandon our old patterns 
of ignorance and disconnect. It is crucial 
to acknowledge that the world is not yet 
hopeless but also to realize that if we don’t 
abandon this toxic habit of complacency and 
evolve, we very well may find ourselves in a 
hopeless position in the near future. 
 If there is one thing that you take 
away from this entire article, let it be this; 
awareness plus action cultivates change. This 
is not the beginning of the end. This is the 
beginning of a new beginning.

COUNTERPOINT:
We Can Save The World         
Through Conscious Evolution

humans to evolve into what we are 
today. We have in fact evolved so far that the 
evolution of our physical body is no longer 
a top priority for us. The next step in our 
evolution is to evolve ourselves 
consciously. 
 Conscious evolution is a theory developed 
by Barbara Marx Hubbard, author of the 
book “Conscious Evolution: Awakening the 
Power of Our Social Potential”. Hubbard 
claims that by increasing our awareness of 
our surroundings and our impact on them, the 
human race can guide the course of our future 
evolution.
 In her book, Hubbard theorizes that the 
world is at a pivotal point. We have not yet 
crossed the line into hopelessness, but if 
we don’t begin to acknowledge the role we 
are playing in the environmental, moral, and 
economical degradation of the planet, things 
could soon go awry. 
 There are indeed some sad and scary 
things going on in the world. The melting 
of the Antarctic ice, the threat of nuclear 
warfare, the “housing bubble” in China, and 
the election of Donald Trump are just a few 
examples of problems that we, as conscious 
members of the planet, should be paying 
attention to.
  However, all too often when we begin 
to pay attention, we focus so heavily on the 
problem that we neglect to learn about the 
solutions. The result of this tends to be a 
sense of hopelessness, even indifference, due 
to the “we’re screwed no matter what we do” 
mentality. 
 Don’t despair, it is not yet a time for 
hopelessness. This is a time for individuals to 
become more hopeful and inspired than ever. 
If we are going to save the world, it needs to 
be a group effort. We all need to do our part. 
 Yes, the Antarctic ice is melting at an 
alarmingly fast rate. This is due to increased 
air and water temperature levels. Increased 
air and water temperatures are heavily 
correlated with climate change.
 In the article “The Antarctic Ice Melt 
Could Get Worse, But Humans Can Slow It 
Down” Kim Bellware of The Huffington Post 
writes, “Even if the world reduces its 
greenhouse gas emissions, there will still be 
an increase in ice melt — just not to the point 
where humans will have to worry about ice 
sheet stability”.
 We do not have the power to completely 
halt the melting of the ice, but we do have the 
power to reduce it to the point where it is no 
longer a concern. We can do this by 
reducing our carbon dioxide (CO2) 
emissions. As with almost everything, this can 
be done through a collective effort of people 
acting on an individual level. 
 
 Here are a few incredibly simple ways 
individuals can reduce their CO2 emissions: 
•	 Recycling
•	 Walking, as opposed to driving, whenever 

possible 
•	 Planting a tree
•	 Eating locally sourced food and reducing 

your consumption of animal products 
•	 Using less electricity
•	 Passing along any knowledge you have on 

climate change and potential solutions to 
others

 
Because the effects of nuclear warfare would 
be globally catastrophic, fear when it comes 
to nuclear weapons is justified. However, 
claims that we are on the brink of WWIII are 
irrational and easy to debunk. For starters, the 
US lived under the threat of nuclear warfare 
for over fifty years. Not to mention, those 
who claim Russia (the 
largest nuclear power other than the US) 
shows no apprehension when it comes to
 using nuclear weapons have no basis for their 
argument. Russia has had nuclear weapons 
since the 1950s. No matter how often Russia 
has threatened others with them, they have 
yet to use them. What makes us think that 
that Russia facing a small conflict with a 
fairly weak neighbor, Turkey, would be any 
different?
 The best thing that we can do when faced 
with such irrational and unlikely threats is 
to keep a level head. Instead of immediately 
jumping to the conclusion that the world is 
going to end, we need to ask ourselves, “is 
this really going to happen?” In this case, the 
answer is no. 
 In situations where there is no definite 
answer, even after researching and 
keeping our emotions in check, we need to 
hold our government responsible. It is entirely 
impossible that every citizen of Russia is 
gung-ho and ready for action when it comes 
to nuclear warfare. The correct response 
for individuals in Russia or even here in the 
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 From LUCA (last 
universal common 
ancestor) to fish it has 
been a long process for 


