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  Leadership, focuses 
on creating a positive 
environment at Loy 
Norrix. The teacher, John 
Kreider, decided the biggest 
assignment for this trimester’s 
class is their final project 
called “DUDE. Be Nice.”
  Founded by Brent 
Camalich, “DUDE. Be Nice” 
started as an apparel company. 
The company provides 


FROM LINK CREW PAGE 1 


All the sudents in third lunch students gathered to surprise Jacqueline Hampton in the cafeteria. 
They were all eager to see her reaction to the surprise. Photo Credit / Audra Penny


clothing for men and women, 
with the words “DUDE. Be 
Nice” printed somewhere on 
the apparel. 
  However, Camalich is 
trying to make the company 
more than just a clothing 
label. He is striving for young 
adults to create a positive 
effect on their community by 
giving recognition to a group 
or specific person in a fun and 
meaningful way. 
  Once Kreider heard about 
this project at a conference 
for Link Crew, he decided to 
implement it into the class as 
the final project.
  “I decided on making this 
their final project because the 
overall goal of the class is to 
positively affect the school’s 


culture, and the ‘DUDE. 
Be nice’ project promotes 
students to honor someone in 
a special and positive way,” 
said Kreider.
  Since Kreider gave the 
students their assignment, 
there have been four projects 
completed around the school. 
The class has recognized 
the guidance office staff, the 
cross country coaches Coach 


Schmidt and Savicke, and 
security guards Jacqueline 
Hampton and Annissa Pace.
  “We chose the guidance 
staff because they usually get 
blamed for a lot of problems, 
but they work extremely hard 
to keep the students on track 
to graduating,” said junior 
Maeve Wilson.
  The counselors were 
surprised by a breakfast 


made by the class. The Link 
Crew Leaders wanted to show 
appreciation for all the hard 
work they dedicate to Loy 
Norrix students and to their 
jobs.
  “It just made my day that 
you thought about all of us,” 
said guidance office secretary 
Debra Kuntzman. “It makes 
us feel good that we have an 
impact in all of your lives.”


  A few weeks later the 
class prepared to surprise 
Hampton. She was chosen 
specifically because she 
always greets the students in 
the tower and is extremely 
friendly to them.
  “We chose Ms. Hampton 
because she’s like the mom 
of the school. Everyone truly 
loves and appreciates her, and 
we wanted to show her that,” 
said senior Grace Labadie.
  Hampton got surprised by 
walking into the cafeteria to a 
crowd full of students holding 
posters and cheering for her. 
She then was led to a table 
where she was given gifts and 
had lunch with the students.
  “After the surprise, I knew 
if I were to die today, I would 
be happy,” said Hampton.
  The Link Crew class has 
now completed all of the 
projects that will be happening 
this year. All of them have 
been successful in showing the 
person/group how grateful the 
students are to have them.
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BASEBALL: STUCK IN AMERICAS PAST


Major League Baseball (MLB) is 
fading out of American tradition every 
summer, as attendance in the stands 
is on the decline (ESPN). “56 percent 
of people consider themselves a fan 
of professional baseball, compared to 
63 percent of people who were fans of 
the National Football League (NFL),” 
according to Gallup polls. 


In another Gallup poll conducted 
in 2004, baseball is the third most 
popular sport to watch, behind football 
and basketball. Given this information, 
it may not be accurate to call baseball 
America’s favorite sport.


“I didn’t know it was,” said 
freshman Trent Curtis when told that 
baseball had been overtaken by football 
as America’s favorite sport.


When he began to ponder on why 
this may be the case, he came up with 
his own thesis that “football has more 
action and violence” while “baseball is 
not as interesting all the time.”


However, some Loy Norrix 
students still believe that baseball is the 


most watched sport in the nation. 
“I feel those statistics (Gallup Poll) 


are false. Baseball is America’s sport,” 
said senior Christain Heintzelman. 


Heintzelman was not the only one 
who believed the polling agency that 
has been chronicling “reactions to the 
events that have changed our world” 
since 1935 (Gallup) was wrong.


“I feel baseball is more watched 
and present,” said senior Tanner 
Franklin. 


Sometimes it is hard for fans to 
accept the awful truth. 


“Home runs per team, per game 
in MLB have been on a steady decline 
since the early twenty first century,” 
according to Sports Illustrated.  


In relation to this, the NFL team 
the Dallas Cowboys, were able to fill 
their stadium to 108.8% of its capacity 
this year (Bleacher Report). Is this 
a coincidence? I think not. Fans are 
seeking more entertainment for their 
hard earned money. 


“Baseball has historically been 
America’s greatest sport, and it’s sad 
to see a declining interest,” said senior 
Traver Parlato.  


With the fall of one sport, there 
will certainly be a rise in another. As 
the torch gets passed from baseball to 
football, one can only ask, will baseball 
return as America’s favorite sport?   


DISK GOLF CONTINUES TO GROW IN POPULARITY 


Since 1976, the sport of disc golf 
has soared becoming one of the top 
hobbies among many teens and adults 
today. The growing popularity has 
caused the amount of disc golf courses 
to increase, pushing the number to 
over 4 thousand in the United States 
alone. Here in Michigan we have 
approximately 309 courses according 
to The Disc Golf Scene, and 70 courses 
within 50 miles of Kalamazoo. 


“It’s a fun and free way to spend 
time with your friends,” said senior 
Jake Link, who began playing disc golf 
with his dad back in the third grade.


Disc Golf doesn’t require being 
an incredible athlete and it doesn’t 
mean you have to be big and strong 


either. It’s a game of technique, vision 
and precision. You take your disc or 
“frisbee,” and you throw the disc from 
a concrete slab at the beginning of the 
hole, trying to put it in the cage in the 
least amount of throws as possible, 
and your score will be based off of golf 
scoring rules. 


If you’re able to put the disc in the 
basket in three throws is average, then 
every throw over three throws will 
cause your score to increase. Making it 
in the basket in under three throws will 
decrease your score. The player at the 
end of the game with the lowest score 
wins.


“The hardest part is learning to 
control your throws, and teaching 
yourself to have confidence in every 
throw,” said Link.


Holes can be anywhere from one 
hundred feet to over five hundred feet 
away, depending where you play and 
the difficulty of the course. Then on top 
of that, you have to maneuver around 
miscellaneous objects such as trees, 


bushes, and sometimes even rivers or 
ponds. At some of the local parks there 
are many trees that you have to avoid 
for a successful throw. At Knollwood 
Park, a disc golf course near Western 
Michigan University’s campus, there is 
a combination of trees and a pond to 
avoid.


In the game of disc golf there’s 
many different brand types of discs, for 
example Innova, Discraft, Latitude 64, 
and many others. On top of that, there’s 
discs for every throw, long distance 
drivers, mid range discs, and putters 
each having a specific purpose in the 
game. It’s all based on how far away 
you are and the difficulty of the throw. 
For around fifteen dollars you can 
buy a disc and drive to any of the local 
courses and have fun. 


The game is expanding every year, 
bringing new people to try it, gaining 
fans, and even creating professional 
leagues. As people learn the game and 
invite others it will continue to grow 
and become more popular each year.


PaulVallier


Chris Hybels


A hole on the back 9 at Oshtemo 
Township Park. This is one of the favor-
ites among many of the locals. 
Photo Credit /Traver Parlato


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7 TEACHERS 
“I think that in order for teachers to 
become trained to have a concealed 
weapon in the classroom, they must 
first go through background checks and 
mental or physical tests,” said junior 
Deante Moore. 
  Going through a mental health 
check can help ensure that a teacher is 
capable of handling the responsibility 
of having a concealed weapon and 
possibly being required to use it in an 
emergency, but that does not excuse the 
uncertainty and fear that some students 
will feel. There is also no guarantee that 
teachers would be able to respond to 
a situation properly as compared to a 
police officer. Even police officers make 
mistakes when handling a firearm, 
imagine the mistakes that a teacher 
would make and the consequences that 
would follow. 
  The knowledge of a staff member 
having a concealed weapon can have 
the opposite effect than it intends. 
According to Colin Lecher of Popular 
Science, there was no decrease of 
violent crimes in areas that had schools 
in which teachers can carry concealed 
weapon fire. There is a possibility that 
it can increase the danger of firearms in 
schools. 
  “Teachers having firearms can 
cause students to feel uncertain and 
feel intimidated, forcing them to maybe 
bring their own weapon as a way to 
retaliate or self assurance,” said junior 
Lauren Hybels. 
  Carrying concealed weapons would 
cause an increased safety hazard to 
other students and would undermine 
the original intention of people who 


support the idea of concealed weapons, 
which is to protect students from harm. 
  Having staff members and teachers 
worry more about the notion of having 
concealed weapons goes against the 
educational goal of the school which is 
that students should have “a learning 
environment of high expectations that 
should foster and promote success,” 
according to the Kalamazoo Public 
Schools Board of Education Policy, 
section 3.1 Philosophy of Learning. 
  “Teachers should not have to worry 
about taking care of their concealed 
weapon when we should be worrying 
about the education of the students. 
Yes students should be protected, but 
there are other precautions and safety 
measures that protect them,” said 
government teacher Ryan Allen.  
  The only positive towards teachers 
carrying concealed firearms is that it 
would give extra protection to students. 
However this extra protection cannot 
be guaranteed and can cause a greater 
hazard to the school security.  
  “I feel pretty comfortable at Norrix, 
I don’t feel that unsafe thus there is no 
point in teachers carrying concealed 
weapons and would cause unnecessary 
fear,” said senior Matthew Lancaster, 
“If teachers were able to carry guns 
then I would start to feel uncomfortable 
being at Norrix.”  
  That is what the security guards are 
for, to make sure that students can feel 
comfortable and safe enough to spend 
a majority of their day at Loy Norrix. 
With the current security measures 
at Loy Norrix, there is no need for 
teachers to have concealed weapons.








JUNIOR: 
ANDREW DEHAAN
What have you learned in your first trimester of junior year? 
How have you changed?


I learned that junior year is actually just as stressful as people 
make it seem. But, I have become more committed to school, and 
I’ve developed better study habits.


How do you imagine your future home? What does it look like/
where?


Hopefully big! I think it would be cool to live in downtown 
Chicago in a high rise. If not, I think it would be a great 
experience to live in Dubai.


SOPHOMORE: 
MADDY GUIMOND 
What have you learned in your first trimester of sophomore 
year? How have you changed? 
 
I’m taking two AP classes (APUSH and AP Psych)so it’s a lot 
more reading every night, but the classes push you in a good 
way. I feel a lot more confident than freshman year and I 
actually know what I’m doing. It can be hard to be a freshman 
because no one really likes you. Now that I’m a year older, I 
feel like I have more respect, and am not afraid to talk to my 
teachers. I also play volleyball which makes it hard to keep 
up with my work in the fall, but I’m managing my time way 
better this year.
 
What are your thoughts on ghosts? 
 
I believe ghosts are real, but they aren’t little floating people 
you can see, they’re more like invisible spirits of the dead that 
support you through life. You probably don’t know they’re 
there, you just notice things happen when they are around.


FRESHMAN:  
GRACE MUCHMORE 
What have you learned in your first 
trimester of freshman year? How have 
you changed? 


Since the first trimester I’ve learned 
and grown a lot. Small things mostly, 
and not just things I’ve learned in class. 
For example, I now know that I should 
probably do my homework ASAP. I’m 
not afraid of as many things, and I don’t 
get lost in the school...as much.


If your life were a movie, what kind 
of movie would it be? What kind of 
character would you be? What actor/
actress would play you?
 
I think that if my life was a movie it 
would probably be like an art film. 
Ya know, with a Wes Anderson vibe. 
I’d probably play myself, but I’d have 
a bunch of famous people play my 
family and friends. It would also have 
a rad soundtrack and would win many 
awards.


SENIOR: 
ISABELLE TAVARES
What have you learned in your first trimester of senior 
year? How have you changed?


Since I’m taking a dual enrollment class, had swim 
practice, and am in multiple AP classes, it was 
imperative for me to learn how to time manage. Use 
every minute to your advantage! But also, I’ve learned 
to do things for myself and think my own thoughts 
without worrying about what my friends or peers were 
doing. 
Tips for senior year:
* keep a journal to reflect & look back on to see    
   personal growth
* take a walk with your favorite playlist to de-stress
* surround yourself with people that foster healthy         
   mindsets


If you went to Hogwarts, what house would you be in? 
Why?


HUFFLEPUFF! 
Mostly because that’s what the Pottermore sorting hat 
categorized me as, but also because they are the glue 
of Hogwarts. They are all-inclusive, selfless, pleasant 
people and I would love to be a part of a like-minded 
culture. Plus...Cedric Diggory...dreamy!


STUDENT Q+A
Interviews & Photos by Nora Hilgart-Griff
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TECHNOLOGY WILL LEAD TO THE END OF SOCIAL SKILLS


  Communication technology has 
such an important impact that we need 
to start taking into account its effects 
on our lives. What are the pros and 
cons? Do we use it in a bad way?
    Thanks to the technology, we can 
easily keep in touch with people who 
live a long way away, we have fast 
access to information, it’s favorable 
for business, we can make new friends 
online, it makes life easier, and 
everything goes faster. Nevertheless, 
the disadvantages are countless.
    Unfortunately, teenagers are using 
communication technology in a bad 
way, they need to learn how to use it 
better. In fact, they are spending all 
of their time on Facebook, Twitter, 
Snapchat or Instagram and are starting 


to become addicted to those social 
networks.
  “People are losing their social skills 
and only talk to their virtual friends,” 
said sophomore Zoe Scrackangast. 
They are wasting time that could 
be used for other things like sports, 
volunteering or going out with real 
friends. 
    Moreover, we don’t pay attention to 
what people say around us when we are 
on our smartphones. Human beings are 
so busy with their phone that they don’t 
have time to sit down and have a real 
conversation. We are alone together. 
  “I’ve noticed that there is not one 
lunch where my friends don’t have their 
phones in their hands. We don’t have 
interesting discussions anymore,” said 
senior Luisa Stock. 
  Communication technology hurts 
daily relationships between people. We 
tend to avoid face-to-face conversation. 
Nowadays, human beings cannot do 
a simple task without the help of a 
smartphone. 
  “We are becoming mechanical,” 
said Scrackangast.


    Another negative aspect of 
technology is that it’s related to 
diseases. Many scientists believe that 
radiation from mobile phones may 
cause blurring vision, lack of sleep, 
headaches and earaches and may be 
the reason of cancer. Have you ever 
noticed that when you read a book 
in the evening, you fall much more 
faster asleep than when you’re on your 
phone?
    Lastly, communication technology 
can also be really dangerous. Children 
are likely to be cyberbullied online and 
they can also easily give away personal 
information. 
 “I’ve been approached by a stranger 
on Skype when I was a child and I must 
admit that I didn’t see the danger,” said 
senior Aude Kuzniak.
    Communication technology is 
a wonderful discovery however we 
definitely need to learn to use it in a 
better way.


data to be statistically relevant.   
  These results also ran contrary to 
many other publically funded studies 
on this very topic. Shortly after the 
article was published, the journal that 
published it retracted it, after Seralini 
refused to retract it himself. The study 
has recently been republished in a 
different, non-peer reviewed journal. 


Another study, published by the 
OMICS publishing group, states that 
chronically ill humans and animals 
have higher glyphosate levels than 
healthy humans and animals. However, 
there are so many problems with this 
study they’re almost countless. The 
study does not say how much food was 
given to either the humans or animals, 
nor does it state what was fed to either 
group. Statistics on age, weight, gender 
or height are also sorely lacking. The 
study doesn’t even define what “chronic 
illness” actually is. These are necessary 
components of almost all studies 
involving GMOs and any of these 
variables could affect the data.


    LauraLewy


  Agricultural companies plan to end 
world hunger with GMOs when they’re 
inferior to conventional farming?


Ending world hunger through 
GMOs is hard to do taking into fact 
that 98 percent of soybeans and 79.5 
percent of corn that is genetically 
modified and grown in the USA is fed 
to livestock or used as fuel for cars, 
according to GMO Inside. Most GMOs 
aren’t actually directly going to some 
far off country to feed starving children, 
which is the picture agrochemical 
companies paint in defense of GMOs.
  GMOs not only have lower crop 
yields but are harmful to humanity. 
Entropy did an independent study of 
glyphosate, the main ingredient in 
Monsanto’s “Roundup weed killer” in 
most GMOs. The enzyme cytochrome 
P450, also known as CYP, causes 
inflammation which damages cellular 
systems over time. CYP also disrupts 
biosynthesis, which is the production 
of complex molecules within cells 
and other organisms. The Entropy 
study concluded that repercussions 
of glyphosate include gasintroental 
disorders, obesity, diabetes, heart 
disease, depression, autism, infertility 
cancer and Alzheimer’s disease.
  Cotton is a very common GMO that 
is also everywhere.
  A recent study done by the 
National University of La Plata in 
Argentina this October 2015 concluded 
that glyphosate was in 85 percent 
of personal care/hygiene products 
containing cotton in the United States. 


  This includes GMO cotton swabs, 
gauze pads, sanitary pads and lastly 
tampons. 
  The website Natural News states, 
“It is inarguable that the human vagina 
readily absorbs chemicals found in 
tampons. When those tampons are 
made from GMO cotton--they almost 
always contain glyphosate that gets 
absorbed through the vaginal walls and 
enters the bloodstream.”
  Glyphosate which is considered 
“probably carcinogenic” according 
to the World Health Organization. 
Carcinogenic refers to having the ability 
to cause cancer in living cells. For all 
the women out there using tampons 
or pads, the possibility glyphosate 
is contained in the tampon or pad is 
highly probable, or in other words, 
could be cancerous. 
  GMOs not only have a negative 
impact on our health but put Earth 
in harm’s way. Honey bees have been 
disappearing at an alarming rate over 
the past decade. Many speculate if 
GMOs could be contributing to the 
diminishing honey bee population. In 
2011 Monsanto bought out “Beeologics” 
a small company known for its 
groundbreaking research on bees. 
  Whether GMOs are killing honey 
bees or not is still up for debate and 
could be for some time as agrochemical 
company Monsanto owns a prominent 
honey bee researching firm. Studies on 
bees that could coincide with GMOs 
done by Monsanto, a company who 
makes GMOs, could possibly end in 
biased studies.


  The Institute for Responsible 
Technology states that “Studies have 
shown pesticide-producing crops 
contaminate nearby streams,” and 
“They may harm beneficial insects.”
  GMO crops also have the 
tendency to contaminate organic or 
conventional crops, crops that aren’t 
genetically modified, this is called 
cross-pollination. This happens 
through pollination, when the wind 
blows pollen or is carried via bees, 
birds, butterflies etc. Many non-GMO 
farmers’ who have had their crops 
contaminated from GMO pollen end 
up getting sued by Monsanto because 
Monsanto owns full rights to their 
pollen. Regardless if Monsanto’s pollen 
blew through the air and landed on 
an non-GMO farm accidentally, this 
non-GMO farm is now unlawfully using 
Monsanto’s patented GMO pollen.
  According to Food Democracy, 
an article written in September 2014, 
Monsanto has sued over 145 farmers 
and hasn’t lost a single case, many of 
these lawsuits have to do with cross 
pollination.
  At the end of the day, planet Earth 
doesn’t need GMOs, conventional 
farming has proven to have better crop 
yields. GMOs are proven unhealthy 
for humans and for the animals which 
consume them. If this article inspired 
you, or more so scared you; know that 
GMOs can be avoided, just buy USDA 
organic food for a healthier, GMO free, 
snack.


FROM POINT PAGE 6


FROM COUNTERPOINT PAGE 6


“GMOS ARE GOING TO 
BECOME A NECESSITY IN 


THE FUTURE”


But what about crop yields?  
According to anti-GMO campaigns, 
GMOs actually decrease crop yields. 
This runs counter to a study conducted 
by the Joint Research Center that found 
GMO crops increased average yields by 
11.8%. This study was conducted over 
a period of nine years, using GMO corn 
and was the first comprehensive study 
of its type.


GMOs are going to become a 
necessity in the future. In a world 
where the population is increasing, 
food is becoming scarcer, and droughts 
are more common, GMOs are going 
to be needed. A GMO that can survive 
in extreme climates like a drought 
could save millions of lives. GMOs 
that contain more nutrients than their 
non-GMO counterparts could help 
almost everyone in the world. These 
are what GMOs can do. GMOs aren’t 
just “frankenfoods,” they are lifesaving 
crops that will help the entire world, 
not just big corporations. 
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EMERGING FROM THE WATER


 Walking into the pool deck, you 
inhale the scent of chlorine. Looking 
up at the stands, you can see family, 
friends and peers. Here comes the 
nerves. When your race finally starts, 
you dive in and hear only the faint 
screams of the crowd. When your head 
emerges from the water for a breath. 
The image of the clock on the wall with 
its red numbers counting the seconds 
that pass motivates you.                                        
 Some of the Lady Knights are 
experiencing this rush for their last 
time. 
 “I will miss the friendships and the 
tight bond that we formed as a team. 
I learned to have confidence in myself 
and to trust my teammates,” said senior 
swimmer Megan Youngs. 
 On October 20th, 2015 the senior 
swimmers had their last meet in the 
Loy Norrix pool. Thinking about all the 
memories and accomplishments they 
have made as teammates brought a few 
of the swimmers to tears. 
 Coach Paul Mahar gave a speech 
about each of the senior swimmers 
and how far they have come since the 
beginning of the season. He has known 
many of them since their freshman 
year, when they hardly knew what each 
stroke was. All of the senior girls were 
presented with flowers of different 
colors, which represented how many 
years they have been on the team. 
 “I came into this season only 
knowing a few people from freshman 
year and it has been great to be warmly 
welcomed. I have made so many 


Swim team coaches pose with their senior swimmers. (From Left to Right) Coach 
Mahar, Makayla Langford, Isabelle Tavares, Lily Krone, Aude Kuzniak, Mizuka Fujii, 
Megan Youngs, Melissa Commissaris, and Coach Digget stand on the diving 
board. Photo Credit / Caitlin Commissaris


Caitlin Commissaris
SWIM SEASON ENDS AND SENIORS REFLECT ON ACCOMPLISHMENTS


memories along the way, practices were 
the best part of my day. I am really 
proud to be a part of a record-breaking 
team not only on board but in our 
hearts,” said senior Isabella Tavares. 
 This team of strong, brilliantly 
buoyant women is accepting of 
everyone who cares to join the team. 
They share a very tight bond with one 
another and no one is ever left out. 
They push their limits as far as they 
can. 
 “My favorite part of the season was 
when we beat Kalamazoo Central! It 
was a great feeling and accomplishment 
for the team. Two of the Norrix relays 
beat school records this year so that 
was also really exciting,” said senior 
Makayla Langford. 
 The swim conference meet passed 
quickly, wrapping up the final season 
for the seniors. They were held at 
Western Michigan University on 
November 6th and 7th. However, there 
was a last chance meet on November 
10th at Harper Creek. 
 “The ultimate goal for the 
swimmers is to leave the program 
stronger than it was when they first 
started. I believe that these seniors 
definitely did that.” said Coach Mahar, 
“I really appreciate all the time that 
these ladies put in. Especially the girls 
who have been swimming three or 
four years of their high school career 
like Mikayla Langford, Lily Krone, and 
Melissa Commissaris.” 


School Records Broken During 2015-2016 Season: 


200-yard Medley Relay, 1:57.55; Isabelle Tavares, Alina Offerman,   
                            Eva DeYoung and Delaney Eller.
200-yard Freestyle Relay, 1:46.00; Eva DeYoung, Isabella Valdez, 
                   Delaney Eller and Isabelle Tavares. 


All Conference Honors: Eva DeYoung and Isabelle Tavares. 
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CIRCA 98 STORMING THROUGH LOY NORRIX


  Every summer, senior Saevon Ivy goes to 
Atlanta, Georgia to visit family. Ivy bought his 
recording materials in the middle of his junior year 
and started recording raps, but he never really knew 
what to do with them. Ivy would record and record, 
but he wasn’t very inspired, until one day in Atlanta 
it hit him. 
  “Why waste time when I have a studio right 
here? I see everybody else doing big stuff,” said Ivy.
		 Ivy	then	dropped	his	first	mixtape,	“Covers,”	on	
Soundcloud, which received positive remarks. 
		 “People	were	texting	me	back	home	saying	
‘people like your stuff’ and ‘keep making music,’” 
said Ivy.
  Soon after that, seniors Roe Warner and Keegan 
Keck would get on board for something big, a rap 
group	called	Circa	98.	Prior	to	the	formation	of	
Circa	98,	Ivy	has	been	rapping	since	the	2nd	grade.	
However, the trio has been rapping together since 
the 5th grade. 
		 Possible	names	before	Circa	98	included	
“Southpaw,” meaning people that are left handed 
and	right-brained.	“269,”	the	representation	and	
area	code	of	Kalamazoo.	“269”	is	currently	in	their	
name, but it’s their side logo or mantra.
  Ivy and Keck were driving one day after school 
and Ivy had his ID out which showed his birth year, 
1998.	From	there,	Ivy	would	come	up	with	a	great	
idea.
		 “‘How	about	Circa	98?’	Because	everyone	in	the	
group	so	far	was	born	in	1998,”	said	Ivy.
		 There	are	members	that	weren’t	born	in	1998,	
but that’s why they added “circa” because it means 
“around” or “about.”
		 Ivy	came	up	with	the	name	Circa	98	and	
Keck drew up the logo. Ivy took Keck’s drawing to 
photoshop	and	made	the	official	logo	which	is	the	
letter	C	wrapped	around	the	98.	
		 Keck	is	credited	for	the	“C98”	logo,	but	all	logos	
official	and	“unofficial”	such	as	the	“269”	logo,	the	
“Circa	Sound”	logo,	and	the	“C98”	logo	are	in	the	
process of being copyrighted.


  The three would get to get together to drop a 
track	signifying	the	official	start	of	Circa	98.
  “The day I got back from South Haven we 
dropped ‘Intermission’,” said Warner.
  The members of the band received positive 
critiques	and	they	realized	that	Circa	98	was	
something more than “just for fun,” so they took it up 
a notch. 
  Junior Korean Nieves liked to rap and spit bars, 
so Ivy decided to hold auditions for people who 
wanted	to	join	Circa	98	such	as	Nieves	himself.	
Nieves	would	get	into	Circa	98	under	the	rap	name	
“Young	Kaapo,”	as	well	as	senior	Marcuse	Bowden.	
Circa	98	looked	for	someone	who	could	do	vocals	in	
certain	songs	and	Bowden	was	right	for	the	job.	
		 More	members	would	then	join	Circa	98	such	
as	junior	Jonathan	Wilson	(J	Clancy),	and	freshmen	
Anthony	Villegas	($antana),	Damon	Allen	Jr.	(Ahmni	
Potent,	Ahmni),	and	Bryce	Salter	(Kuzco).
		 The	place	where	the	band	first	started	recording	
was in Ivy’s room, but there wasn’t enough space so 
they moved to the Studio to Keck’s home.
		 All	members	and	affiliates	of	Circa	98	are	under	
Rose Street Entertainment Records which is Ivy’s 
record label he made, that is also in the process 
of being copyrighted. Producers of Rose Street 
Entertainment are seniors Saevon Ivy, and juniors 
Jonathan Wilson and Korean Nieves. The inspiration 
for the name Rose Street Entertainment was simple; 
Ivy’s home street, Rose St.
		 Affiliates	of	Circa	98	are	seniors	Parker	Fields	
who	is	Marketing	Executive	and	Co-managers	
Sabrina Nieves and Jaidyn Kynaston. 
Circa	98’s	mission	is	to	have	diversity	in	their	group,	
and to do this they chose people who could each 
deliver something different than the others and 
bringing all their skills into one. They’re more than 
just a group, they are a family. 
		 You	hear	about	Compton,	Detroit,	Oakland,	
Cleveland	and	other	places	that	rappers	have	
managed to get mentioned a lot by various outlets, 
but not Kalamazoo.
  “The main goal is to have Kzoo on the map,” said 


Ivy.
		 There	have	been	a	few	minor	setbacks	in	Circa	
98	such	as	studio	problems,	but	they	plan	to	get	that	
fixed	soon.	
		 Meanwhile,	Circa	98	already	has	songs	lined	up	
to	be	released	such	as	“Bam-Bam”	(feat.	K-Lanez).	
They’re focused more on the business aspect trying 
to	look	for	a	Business	Manager	that	would	be	willing	
to manage their group and teach them how to get 
a	bundle	of	shirts	with	the	“C98”	logo	to	sell.	Circa	
98	also	plans	on	selling	flags,	stickers,	hats,	and	
bandanas.
		 Senior	Cameron	Goodale	is	set	to	video	produce	
Circa	98’s	first	music	video.	Circa	98’s	plans	to	take	
what they have and solidify it to achieve greatness. 
  “I feel like we’re moving slow because of school,” 
said Ivy, “If we didn’t have school, we’d probably 
be producing at a faster rate than everybody in 
Kalamazoo.”
			 Circa	98	welcomes	all	competition	and	local	artist	
to	feature	in	their	tracks.	For	now,	Circa	98	is	waiting	
to	get	the	studio	problems	fixed,	but	once	they	do	
they’ll be dropping song after song. In the meantime, 
all we can do is sit and wait. 


LuisJuarez
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show is shown as empowering to young girls. They 
look up to her and idolize her. A president that is 
idolized by the younger generation that will rise up to 
run the country, will be a good president. 
  
  Alex Russo
		 The	last	candidate	is	Alex	Russo	from	“Wizards	
of Waverly Place”. Russo is a witch, so obviously with 
one	flick	of	her	wand	she	could	fix	the	country,	right?	
Wrong! Nonetheless, Russo could be a fabulous 
president. Russo isn’t the smartest, she doesn’t like 
to	follow	rules,	and	she	definitely	isn’t	a	good	leader;	
however, she has a great heart and she does what 
needs to be done when it’s crunch time. 
  Russo would be a very liberal president. She 
would stand for the legalization of marijuana and 
would be pro-choice for abortion. She wouldn’t want 
to hold anyone back from doing anything that they 
really wants to do. 


Circa 98 is a rap group family. The group poses outside in the senior courtyard while 
everyone inside is taking pictures of them and waving at them. Photo credit / Luis Juarez


Senior Saevon Ivy is the creator of Circa 98. Ivy wears his newly de-
signed ‘C98’ T-shirt. Photo Credit / Luis Juarez
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NEW TAX: KALAMAZOO’S COMMITMENT TO HELPING THE HOMELESS


MaxwellOffermen
  Many people don’t think much of 
leaving school and going back home; 
it’s just a part of everyday routine, 
right? The sad truth is that for over a 
thousand students in the Kalamazoo 
Public School District there is no “going 
back home” in their schedule, but 
Kalamazoo County has finally taken 
a huge step in resolving this housing 
dilemma. 
  On November 3rd, the “Kalamazoo 


County Local Housing Assistance 
Fund Millage” was passed. This tax 
will raise around $800 thousand 
annually for 6 years and go towards 
aiding homeless families with school-
age children. 
  For this tax, a person with 
property worth $117 thousand (the 
average property value in Kalamazoo) 
would only pay around $5.85 more in 
taxes each year. This money will help 


100 families each year with payments 
like rent subsidies and other housing 
assistance.
  Many question the necessity of 
a tax like this, arguing it’s just more 
money citizens have to spend. In the 
voting it was a close call and no polls 
were done to gauge the support this 
tax would receive, so the results on 
November 3rd were surprising to 
many.
  “This is an unusual request. I 
don’t think there is exactly a similar 
request any place in the country. I 
think this is something that could be 
recognized as a model to other places,” 
said David Anderson, a board member 
of the Kalamazoo County Public 
Housing Commission and a prominent 
supporter of the tax. 
  During the 2013-2014 school year, 
there were a total of 1,586 homeless 
students in Kalamazoo Public Schools 
(this includes children in foster care, 
staying in motels/shelters, and staying 
in homes without utilities). The 
passing of this tax shows the morality 
present in Kalamazoo’s citizens and 
the willingness to rise to the challenge 
for the greater good. A simple tax 
equivalent to the price of a meal at 
McDonald’s will go towards helping the 


less fortunate in our own community. 
Even in our own school district, data 
shows there were over 1,500 homeless 
students just last year. These could 
be people you say hi to in the hall or 
borrow pens from in class that are now 
getting the support that they need.
  “It was stressful. I would be 
stressed at school, and I couldn’t go 
somewhere to escape that stress. It was 
just as bad, if not worse, at home.” said 
an anonymous student at Loy Norrix 
when asked how they felt balancing 
school and housing struggles. “After our 
house got foreclosed, things didn’t start 
improving until my dad got his financial 
situation solved.”
  We’re surrounded by people 
going through different challenges. 
That’s important to understand when 
considering the usefulness of this tax. 
While many complain of the additional 
tax, with 44 percent voting against 
it, it’s a simple taxation that will give 
children a chance to truly focus on their 
education and will relieve students 
and families with housing problems of 
some of that stress. Children should be 
thinking about when they can get their 
homework done, not wondering how 
they’re going to find a place to sleep.


GOOGLE NEEDS TO CONVINCE MICHIGAN DRIVERS THAT SELF DRIVING CARS ARE READY FOR THE MARKET


A Lexus RX-4 equipped with the Google Self-Driving Car components next to a 
Tesla Model S. Photo Credit / Steve Jurvetson


  Self-driving Cars were once a 
fantasy, reserved for science fiction 
books and movies, yet Google has 
recently received media attention for 
making them a reality. However, not 
everyone believes these cars truly work. 
Sure, some cars have currently on the 
market can stop or park themselves, 
but how could a car make all the 
decisions human drivers have to make 
to keep people both inside and outside 
the car safe every day?
  It turns out, Google’s Self-Driving 
cars can. In fact, the cars been making 
these decisions both in closed courses 
and on the road in real situations 
for years, and the only question that 
remains is, “When will self driving cars 
hit the market?”
  According to a report by Business 
Insider, most companies predict that 
the cars will be on the market in less 
than five years.
  However, not everyone thinks 
that the self-driving cars are safe, 
and almost no one thinks the cars are 
market ready. Though Google has been 
developing self-driving cars for almost 
six years now, the public is still wary.
  “Seems like it would be hard to 
update it. Getting a new operating 
system is just updating your computer, 
but it would be buying a new car,” said 
junior and soon-to-be Michigan driver 


MitchellRockwell
Ashley Bynum.  
  “Seems like it would be hard to 
update it. Getting a new operating 
system is just updating your computer, 
but it would be buying a new car,” said 
Bynum.
  Younis is a Michigan driver who 
feels that Google’s Self-Driving Cars 
can be a thing if Google shows the 
public that they are reliable and safe. 
Bynum is not a registered Michigan 
driver but drives using a permit from 
her driving school. She is a potential 
buyer, but Bynum’s not interested 
in Google’s Self Driving Cars, mostly 
because she doesn’t think enough 
people will buy it to help Google find 
and debug problems.
  “I feel like they won’t have a large 
enough market, you know, to make it 
actually safe and reliable,” said Bynum
  According to Forbes Online, 
laws in four states of the U.S. and 
in Washington D.C. have already 
passed allowing self-driving cars 
to be tested on the road, and one 
of the four states that allows self-
driving cars is Michigan. Recently, a 
poll done of 500 licensed Michigan 
drivers by the University of Michigan’s 
Transportation Research Institute 
revealed 44 percent of respondents still 
wanted full control of their future car.
  Given that Google will only be able 


to sell these cars in three other states 
in the U.S., they will need as many 
buyers as possible, and with half the 
potential market already afraid of the 
car in Michigan it will be much harder 
for Google to prove their car is safe to 
the public and be able to get it on the 
market within the next five years.
  One big issue that Google has 
run into is that the cars drive better 
than humans, not worse. According 
to the MIT Technology Review, the 
cars calculate every move and are 


programed to deal with almost every 
possible situation under the sun with 
the best possible results. With years 
of design, there is almost no possible 
situation the car cannot handle.
  According to Google’s Self-Driving 
Car Project’s web page, “Our vehicles 
have not caused any accidents while in 
self-driving mode.”


SEE GOOGLE CAR ON PAGE 4


From 150 to 400 people stay at the mission each night, including men, 
women and children. Photo Credit / Maxwell Offermen
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 When you look back into Loy 
Norrix athletic history, you think of the 
great names of T.J Duckett and “Little” 
John Flowers, two of the best athletes 
to attend Loy Norrix, who both went to 
Michigan State University and on to the 
National Football League.
 Imagine ten or twenty years from 
now will we hear the names of the 
great athletes today. For most schools 
you have one or two division one (D1) 
athletes every five years or so, but the 
class of 2016 is an exception here at Loy 
Norrix.
 The Big 10 conference is here to 
recruit Loy Norrix’s, top senior athletes. 
Senior wrestler Nick May to Michigan 
State University, senior soccer player 
Grace Labadie to Indiana University, 
and senior football player Simeon 
Smith to the University of Michigan. 
What makes these athletes elite is that 
they don’t only work during the season, 
but they work just as hard in their 
offseason.
 “The key to it all was the offseason, 
between working out and wrestling to 
get better,” said May. 
 May was the high school state 
runner up in his weight class last winter 
and spent his summer traveling to 
different wrestling tournaments across 
the country.
 Each of these three student athletes 
strive in the classroom and on the field 
which leads to their overall success. 
 “Toughness, when you’re on the 
field or in the classroom, you have to be 
tough, especially when things get hard,” 
said Smith who maintains a 4.0 GPA.
 The Big 10 is among the most 
recognized conferences in the nation, 
with top ranked teams in every sport. 
 “It will definitely be a lot harder, 
but I’m really excited to play at that 
high of a level for the next four years,” 
said Labadie.
 Smith, Labadie and May agree that 
there’s tough competition and will be 
playing amongst and against the best 
athletes in the world. 
 Big commitments, bring lots of 
attention to schools like Loy Norrix. 
Athletic Director Andrew Laboe, agrees 
that May, Labadie, and Smith have 
brought positive attention to Loy Norrix 
and it will make a positive impact on 
the programs.
 “They give younger student athletes 
something to aspire to by being an 
example of a dedicated athlete,” said 
Laboe.
 In Loy Norrix history we haven’t 
had many Big 10 athletic commitments 
but with the class of 2016, history has 
been made with these three already 
committed. However there could be 
more to come with the winter and 
spring seasons approaching quickly.


LOY NORRIX STUDENT ATHLETES COMMIT TO THE BIG TEN
Paul Vallier


Nick May signing the papers for a four year commitment 
to Michigan State. May was the Michigan high school  
state runner-up last year in his weight class. 
Photo Credit / Chris Hybels


 1. Can the men’s basketball team repeat as district champions? 
Uncertainty is in the air as they lost Eddie Gillon and Spencer 
Welsh, two key components to the past two district titles. Gillon 
was the team leader in multiple categories including points, 
rebounds and steals. Can the team make up for their major loss?


 2. Can wrestler Nick May experience the same success on the 
mat as he did last year? Finishing as state runner-up last year, 
will he be able to make the adjustments to make him the best 
wrestler in the state?


 3. Can four year varsity swimmer Steven Finley make it to states 
in the 100 yard breaststroke? Missing the cut last year by only 
mere seconds, Finley is out to be the best breaststroker in the 
state.
  “I will try my best to make states this year,” said Finley. “It’s 
really about commitment, so I’m going to dedicate more time to 
swimming this year in order to prepare myself for division one 
swimming.”
  Finley plans to take his talents to a Big 10 University in 2016.


 4. Can sophomore bowler Trevor Morgan avoid the split and 
provide the support the team has been looking for?
  “We need to work hard, practice, make our spares,” Morgan 
continued, “and we need to try throwing some more strikes.”
  Morgan thinks the team needs to be better in decision making 
and supporting others.


 5. Will the Knights be able to defeat the Maroon Giants at 
University Arena in basketball this year? After a cold streak the 
past few years, the Knights are ready to defeat their crosstown 
rivals at Western Michigan this season.


 6. Can the Kalamazoo United hockey team improve their 
record? After posting a 6-20 record season, is the team ready 
to make the adjustments to be a difference maker in their 
conference?


 7. Can the women’s basketball team make it to the district 
championships this year? After posting a 7-14 record season, and 
losing senior Aviance Alexander-Brown, one of our top scorers, 
can the women’s team work hard to record a winning season?


 8. Can the men’s swimming and diving team improve their 
record over last year? After making huge strides last season, can 
the seniors lead a young and upcoming team to more victories 
this season?
  “This year our programs success at the state level is directly 
affected by how dedicated and ready our veteran athletes will be,” 
said swimming coach Paul Mahar.
  When asked about swimmer Steven Finley and his aspirations 
in going to state, Mahar said, “I truly believe if an athlete focuses 
and dedicates the time needed they can achieve anything.”
  
 9. Can the competitive cheer team raise their overall scores in 
competitions? Improving their skills at practice will be key for a 
successful season, and dedicating more time to their routines.


 10. Will you be at the game cheering on your Knights?


CHRIS’ TOP TEN QUESTIONS FOR THE 
WINTER SPORT SEASON
Chris Hybels


Simeon Smith squats during his offseason workouts.  This 
will be a major key for future success at the University of 
Michigan.  Photo Credit / Paul Vallier


Grace Labadie listening to a lecture in her College English 
class. Grades were another key to getting into a Big Ten 
school. Photo Credit / Chris Hybels
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Over the past few years, the public 
has primarily heard about negative 
incidents that happen at Loy Norrix 
High School. The media rarely 
talks about how the high school has 
exceptional students, esteemed music 
programs, hardworking athletes and a 
well-known forensics team.


Most of the time, what they hear 
instead is the school entering lock-
down, the immature fights or the 
appearance of six to eight police cars 
at the school. However, Link Crew is 
trying to eliminate that bad publicity 
by helping shape future high school 
graduates into good students and 
creating a positive environment at the 
high school.


Loy Norrix established the 
boomerang project’s “Link Crew” in the 
2013-2014 school year. The program’s 
aim is to help ninth graders adapt 
to the high school environment by 
assigning them two upperclassmen. 
These upperclassmen, called Link 
Leaders, help look out for their 
freshmen over the whole school year 
by checking up on them regularly, 
providing advice on how to do better 
in school, and hosting freshmen-only 
events. 


Since 2013 Link Crew has built a 
foundation of positivity at Loy Norrix 
and has become so popular that the 
school made a class in the 2014-2015 
school year for the Link Leaders to 
practice their leadership skills. The 
Link Crew class, named Link Crew 


AUDRAPENNY


DUDE. BE NICE:


SEE LINK CREW PAGE 5


LINK CREW CLASS APPRECIATES STAFF & FACULTY MEMBERS 
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  Imagine being nine years old 
again, going to school everyday and 
making new friends. You spend 
your day playing outside and doing 
homework. You bike to the park and 
play with your dog, but when cancer 
strikes all of this changes. Instead of 
watching cartoons Saturday morning, 
you are going to the hospital for your 
chemotherapy treatment. Instead of 
making new friends, you're bullied for 


always wearing a scarf and not being 
in school for weeks at a time. Most 
days you’re too sick to go anywhere 
and your best friend is your nurse. This 
is the reality for many children with 
cancer. 
  Every three minutes a child is 
diagnosed with a disease that could 
require chemotherapy that results 
in permanent hair loss and years of 
suffering. When diagnosed patients are 


put on the various medications, they 
target rapidly dividing cells that could 
be healthy or cancerous. Hair follicles 
are some of the fastest growing cells 
and are therefore damaged more due 
to the medicine. 
 One in 285 children will be 
diagnosed with cancer before 
their 20th birthday, according to 
the American Childhood Cancer 
Organization. 
 Hair loss is something that can 
damage a child's emotional state for 
the rest of their life. Children With 
Hair Loss is an organization that 
collects hair donations and turns them 
into hair prosthetics for kids as old 
as eighteen for free. It is a nonprofit 
organization that serves 300 children 
every year with custom wigs. Senior 
Helen Snyder is helping these children 
fight by donating her hair to this 
foundation.
  “Every couple years I grow my 
hair out then cut it, so I can donate 
to Children With Hair Loss. You are 
making a difference in someone's 
life because if you have a wig you’ll 
feel more confident. This last time I 
donated ten and a half inches,” said 
Snyder. 
  A custom wig made from real 
hair can cost $3 thousand or more, 
according to breastcancer.org. This 
organization and others like Wigs for 


Kids provide the wigs without charge. 
  The criteria for donating hair is 
that it’s at least eight inches for CWHL 
and twelve inches for Wigs for Kids. 
The hair can’t be color treated or 
gray and must be bundled in braids 
or pony tails. It is as easy as going to 
your salon and asking them to cut it in 
donation fashion. Then you put it in a 
plastic bag and envelope and mail it to 
the organization of your choice. 
  An anonymous Loy Norrix student 
talked about his experience with 
cancer. This student has now been in 
remission for eight years. 
  “I can tell you right now that 
chemotherapy sucks. They put me on 
steroids that caused hallucinations and 
night terrors. My hair turned blonde 
and fell out, but I rocked the bald 
look,” said the anonymous student. 
  He talked about his time in and 
out of the hospital, skipping school 
every time he had to get treatment 
and spending the entire day with the 
nurses and doctors.  
  Every day, children have to deal 
with the effects of cancer and it takes 
a toll on not only their physical health, 
but their emotional health too. Getting 
a wig can be a huge boost in a child's 
self-esteem. So before you get your 
hair cut, consider the good you could 
do by donating it to children that need 
it. 


DONATING HAIR CAN CHANGE A CHILD’S LIFE 


Senior Hellen Snyder recently donated ten and a half inches of her hair to 
Children With Hair Loss. This is the third time she has donated to them. Photo 
Credit / Frankie Stevens


FrankieStevens


ALL HAIL THE HOMECOMING KING, LONG MAY SHE REIGN 
LOY NORRIX HIGH SCHOOL ELECTS FIRST FEMALE HOMECOMING KING


  Well-dressed couples walk down 
the green football field and assemble 
in a line. Shivering from anticipation 
or perhaps the freezing wind, the 
homecoming hopefuls are awaiting 
the announcement. The homecoming 
prince and princess have already 
been announced and the remaining 
members of the court are anxious to 
find out the school’s new reigning 
monarchs. “And the homecoming king 
is… Sabi Nieves!”
  Loy Norrix history was made on 
Friday, October 16th, when students 
elected the first female homecoming 
king, senior Sabrina “Sabi” Nieves. 
Nieves ran with JeNessa Boggan, who 
was elected queen.
  “At first I wasn’t intending to run 
for king, but then I just factored in that 
‘cause I like girls and not guys, why not 
just run with a girl?” said Nieves. 
  In today’s society, girls running 
for homecoming king, and vice versa, 
has become a symbol of gay and 
transgender pride. The “Tampa Bay 
Times” tells the story of a transgender 


teen boy who struggled to be accepted 
at his school, Osceola High. Sebastian 
Rollins, born Gina Rollins, decided to 
run for homecoming king, thinking that 
maybe if he was accepted as a king, he 
could be accepted as boy. 
  Unlike Sebastian, Nieves, wasn’t 
looking for acceptance or trying to 
make a political statement, but rather a 
personal triumph. 
  “It was my senior year and I 
wanted to do something big,” Nieves 
said.
  Dressed in a neon pink tee and a 
leather jacket, Nieves shares about her 
homecoming night. 
  “I was just really happy. All of my 
really close friends came up to me and 
made a really big circle around me and 
everyone was jumping up and down,” 
she said, a smile on her face. 
  It was an exciting night, both 
Nieves and Boggan, were ecstatic. 
  “It was still a really proud moment, 
being able to make history for Loy 
Norrix,” said Nieves.
  Like any change, Nieve’s road to 


success was not without speed bumps.  
  Despite the Supreme Court’s 
ruling that legalized gay marriage, 
many people still openly oppose gay or 
transgender people, and not even Sabi’s 


campaign was spared criticism. 
  “Not to my face, but I was told, like, 
people at [Kalamazoo] Central were 


Seniors Sabrina Nieves, Aaron Holmes and JeNessa Boggan walk down the 
decorated football field as part of the 2015 Homecoming Court. Boggan 
and Nieves became the first same-gendered King and Queen in Loy Norrix 
homecoming history. Photo Credit / Cori VanOstran


GraceMarshall 


SEE HOMECOMING PAGE 4








OPINION


UNISEX BATHROOMS SHOULD BE ACCESSIBLE IN ALL PUBLIC AREAS 


He pushes the big heavy wooden 
door open. It makes a scratching 
sound, he walks inside the bathroom. A 
big man looks up from the sink where 
he’s washing his hands. ”What are you 
doing here? You don’t belong here!” He 
shouts as the larger man grips him by 
the shirt and throws him on the cold 
hard floor. 


For most people, going to the 
bathroom is not a problem, but have 
you ever stopped and actually thought 


about others? You may not know this, 
but some people struggle to use the 
bathroom. No, I’m not talking about 
constipation, I am talking about 
a  physical and mental situation in 
bathrooms.


There have been multiple situations 
where people have been physically and 
emotionally assaulted when using a 
gender specific bathroom. I know this 
is true. I have experienced harassment 
myself on multiple occasions. This 
in turn, has led to life threatening 
situations.


 There should be unisex restrooms 
everywhere you go.


An article from the Bilerico Project 
tells the story of a transgender woman 
was brutally beaten at a Baltimore 
McDonald’s because she was simply 
trying to use the bathroom like any 
other woman. Two McDonald’s 
employees saw what was happening 


and did nothing to prevent it . They 
instead decided to record the fight 
watching the woman get beat. This 
is just one of many instances where 
people have been beaten and dragged 
out of  bathrooms just because of their 
physical appearance. 


Members of the LGBT community 
are not the only ones who have 
problems with these situations. 
Heterosexual people can have problems 
with public restrooms too. For an 
example, in public schools some people 
are just not comfortable using the 
bathroom with the same sex, it’s simply 
uncomfortable to them. That’s why 
there should be  unisex bathrooms in 
public places for single person use.


I have a close male friend who does 
not use the public bathroom because he 
is simply uncomfortable.


”I don’t like using the bathroom 
because it doesn’t feel right. I’d prefer 


to use a single private bathroom,” he 
said. 


It has nothing to do with sexuality, 
it’s something that doesn’t feel right to 
him.   


Many think that unisex bathrooms 
will have negative consequences on 
society but that’s simply not the case. 
The truly negative consequences which 
will be prevalent in society is denying 
others their human rights because of an 
insignificant difference. 


If someone is transgender they 
should--and will have all the rights 
anyone else has. Unisex bathrooms 
have found a legitimacy in this society, 
for those who are transgender, for 
those who just want to go to the 
bathroom alone and for those who 
simply aren’t comfortable going to the 
bathroom around others.


Dear Editor, 
I read the article on why metal 


detectors shouldn’t be implemented 
in Loy Norrix. At first I thought that it 
would be a good idea. But after reading 
the article, and all of the cons of it, 
I’ve decided against it. One thing that 
stood out to me was the bottleneck 
it described, and how it would lower 
student morale.


Senior Scott Brigham


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR


Dear Editor, 
I read the article about the Gender 


and Sexuality Alliance. I really like it 
because it helps to expand the group. 
I go to the meetings every Friday and 
enjoy it because I feel comfortable. 
I personally like the name change, 
because it seems more accepting. I can 
be myself there because I am classified 
as “different,” and I believe everyone 
who goes should feel as comfortable as 
I do. Great job covering the club!


Freshman Jaylee Lesatz


Dear Editor,
I very disappointed about “Donald 


Trump: Making America White Again”. 
It’s basically saying Donald’s a bad 
man. I just think all you Knight Life 
people are liberal and don’t understand 
what is actually happening. Below 
it talks about Kanye running for 
president. I don’t care about that. Talk 
about Ben Carson or how Hillary is a 
liar. Why bring stuff up how Donald 
is trying to make the U.S. a white 
country?  Also you guys don’t talk 
about how Mexicans are sneaking into 
the country and stealing our jobs. It 
doesn’t matter if it sounds a little racist, 
but don’t start hating him cause he’s 
making great plans. If Donald wants to 
deport 11 million Mexicans, let him, it’s 
possibly going to be his country.


Sophomore Zackary Sims


KevinUssiel Marure Melchor


Dear Editor,
  I find the article Traffic from page 
one very true. I walk through the A-B 
hallway three times a day, (four, if you 
count before school technically begins) 
and I find it very hard to traverse. 
The only useful way I have found is to 
literally duck and weave, avoiding the 
worst of the traffic. Sometimes people 
walk together holding hands causing 
even more blockage. It is sad that they 
do not build another hallway, since 
every year the number of freshman 
statistically grows, leading to more 
people in this hall because the A&B 
halls are full of freshman. This problem 
will likely go unsolved for several years.
  Freshman Nina Herschleb


Dear Editor,
  I like what you wrote about but I 
think this school should be encouraged 
to do other styles of dance, something 
more upbeat like majorette dancing. 
This style of dance has a lot of benefits. 
In my experience, the upbeat dance 
usually gives the crowd a more fun 
feeling. Rather than just sitting in 
bleachers or stands they could have 
entertainment. I feel this would give 
the school a unique effect. To my 
understanding, there is no other school 
in Kalamazoo that does this type 
of dance. I could also help with the 
routines because I am used to that style 
of dance because I am from the South. 
It also gives the band a more fun feel.
  Sophomore Nautica Kelly


Dear Editor,
  I both liked and disliked the article 
that Clayton wrote about Christians 
and Gay Marriage. I thought it was 
right to point out the hypocrisy of some 
Christians. However, some scripture 
that was pointed out--well, all is stated 
in the Old Testament of the Bible, 
which most Christians don’t follow.
  Sophomore Josie Finley


Dear Editor,
I liked the article “Varsity Baseball 


Coach Decides To Resign.” I enjoyed 
reading this article because to me, it 
felt very emotional. I have Coach Neel 
as a teacher and I know that he makes 
his students feel like his own kids, so I 
can just imagine how great of a coach 
he is. This article is very well written 
and displays how the baseball team is 
very strong. The writer had all of the 
facts that were necessary. Coach Neel 
has been coaching for a long time, and I 
like this article because it shows others 
how we are a family. It was a nice 
addition to have quotes from junior 
James Rinehart and senior Traver 
Parlato. This is a very well written and 
laid out article. I am proud to say that I 
enjoyed it. We will all miss Coach Neel.


Freshman Julia Labadie


Dear Editor,
  I think that it is great people are 
acknowledging the renovated football 
stadium. It is good to know that the 
community wants our school’s facilities 
to stay well. We are very fortunate that 
the bond passed, several schools’ bonds 
fail. I like how people were interviewed 
to give other people’s opinions of the 
new stadium too.
  Senior Dequindre Wiggins


Dear Editor,
I really enjoyed reading the 


article “Christians Can’t Contradict 
Equal Marriage,” because both of my 
parents are pastors and I know a lot of 
information about what Christians are 
and aren’t about. It’s good to see that 
somebody knows the true facts about 
the bible because I honestly hate when 
somebody thinks they know so much 
about God and what’s in the bible when 
they barely go to church and have never 
picked up a bible.


Senior JeNessa Boggan
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THE STRUGGLES OF A ONE CAR FAMILY


DagnijaTomsons
  Abby Dantes, a 15 year old 
sophomore at Loy Norrix, is a regular 
teenager trying to get through the 
everyday struggles of her one car family. 
The daily schedule is a buzz of activity 
as each member of the family gets ready 
in the morning to go to work or school. 


Dantes has two other siblings, one is 13 
years old and the other is 10 years old. 
They are in grades 8 and 5.
  The two adults of 
the family both hold job                                                                                                                                              
         s, each between ten and thirty 
minutes away from home depending on 
the traffic around their neighborhood.  
  According to the website Fast 


Slides, the average American spends 
about 38 hours a year stuck in traffic. 
Having only one car can be hard at 
times when a family member wishes 
they could be able to go wherever they 
please, but they cannot because of that 
one car. 
  “It sucks. I hate it. I’m not able to 
do the stuff I want to do,” said Dantes.
  It’s a daily struggle for Dantes 
as she is not able to hang out with 
friends much or go out to places that 
she deems fun when her parents are in 
charge of the car. She won’t be able to 
drive for another month or so. 
  “It’s kind of hard. Trying to have 
a social life and trying to do my own 
thing,” said Dantes.
  Scheduling is a big part of the one 
car deal. Everything must be written 
down and planned ahead in order for 
everyone to be able to go where they 
need to. It’s a hassle when plans get 
canceled or added, but Dantes and her 
family try their best to work around 
these problems. 
  It’s easier on the family as a whole 
when the things they need are within 
walking or biking distance. Dantes 
is able to do either of those things, 
staying near her house for safety 
reasons. 


  Both of her siblings are into soccer 
and have frequent games, which means 
the family must go and cheer them on.
  “I usually stay home from soccer 
games, and I don’t go to a friends’ 
unless they come to pick me up,” said 
Dantes. 
  Dantes doesn’t always have 
her parents drive her everywhere, 
taking the school bus to school in 
the mornings. Carpooling helps save 
money on parking, tolls and other 
expenditures. 
  During cross country season, as she 
is a junior varsity member, her mother 
would pick her up after getting a text. 
There would always be a young child’s 
head hanging out the window, yelling 
“hi” to the sophomore. 
  “Sure it can be a lot of fun 
sometimes, and you get more family 
time. You can get deeper bonds with 
them,” said Dantes. 
  According to the website Frugal 
Rules, just over 30 percent of families 
identify with being a one-car family. 
Meaning that there are less car 
payments to pay off and the money 
earned from jobs is easier to save away. 
Also, the family gets more time to 
spend together, and it’s likely easier to 
share the workload between four or five 
members. 


FROM SELF-DRIVING CARS PAGE 2
  However, their monthly 
reports reveal that the cars 
have been rear-ended by 
drivers not paying attention 
behind them when they break 
for bicycles.
  One way the Google 
Self-Driving Car Team fixed 
this error was by making 
turns and breaks smoother, 
according toCNET.com. With 
smoother and better turning, 
the cars were able to safely 
avoid both pedestrians and 
rear ending.
  Last month there were 
no accidents at all with a total 
of 48 cars on the road said 
Google’s Monthly Reports. In 
fact, according to the report, 
bikers said that they feel safer 
dealing with the self-driving 
cars than with actual drivers.
  Google’s Self-Driving Car 
Website, however, displays a 
disclaimer that the cars aren’t 
ready for marketing yet, and 
both Younis and Bynum agree 
that improvements need to be 
made.
  “People don’t really drive 
the speed limit, like, usually 
it’s about 10 miles per hour 
above, some people might 
have to rush somewhere. 


Hence, the cars should give 
you the option to violate the 
speed limit,” said Younis.
  The biggest issue is 
that only 16 percent of the 
drivers in the poll by the 
University of Michigan’s 
Transport Research Institute 
felt comfortable ceasing all 
control to the car. The other 
41 percent of respondents to 
the poll preferred some form 
of manual override.
  According to Google’s 
Self-Driving Car Website, 
“We plan to eventually 
remove these manual 
controls because our vehicles 
are ultimately designed to 
operate without a human 
driver.”
  “They need an emergency 
stop, you know, like how they 
have it in drivers training 
cars with the teacher,” said 
Byrum.
  However, not everyone is 
at odds with the Google Self-
Driving car. Sam Ratliff is a 
junior who would be willing 
to drive in a Google Self-
Driving car. Like Bynum, Sam 
has a permit from his driving 
school that allows him to 
drive and is a potential buyer.
“It would take a while but I 


FROM HOMECOMING KING PAGE 3
saying that a girl shouldn’t have 
won or that they shouldn’t have 
let me run,” Sabi continued. 
“Some people even ripped up 
campaign posters and left them 
on the ground.” 
  Despite the negative 
response from some, Sabi did not 
once consider dropping out of 
homecoming court. 
  “No, I didn’t care, ‘cause 
like all the fun and positivity 
that came out of it overpowered 
the negative,” Nieves declared 
proudly. 
  Homecoming was not Sabi’s 
first time standing out against 
society’s ideals. Nieves came out 
as a lesbian the summer before 
her junior year. 
  “At first I was kind of scared 
like just of what people would 
think or if people would treat me 
differently. When I told everyone, 
everyone was really supportive. 
A lot of people said they already 
knew,” Nieves said laughing. 
  Sabi kept her sexuality 
from her family longer than her 
friends because of their religion. 
She was worried that her family 
wouldn’t be accepting of her. 
Nieves remembers times where 
she overheard her family talking 
about how being gay was wrong.  


Sophomore Abby Dantes getting into her mother’s car after going for a run. Her 
mother often picks her up after school to take her home. Photo Credit / Erik 
Dantes


Despite her concerns, however, 
Sabi did eventually come out to 
her mom.
  “I remember her exact words 
were, ‘That’s not the choice I 
wanted for you, but I don’t love 
you any less,’” Sabi revealed. 
  True to her word, Nieves’ 
mother did support her campaign 
for king and she wasn’t the only 
one. 
  “My friends were really 
supportive, they helped 
me  campaign and everything. 
We made hundreds of posters. 
We made cookies. Nessa handed 
out candy bags. It was all over 
Facebook and Twitter. When we 
told people to vote for us a lot 
of people told us that they were 
already going to,” Nieves recalled 
fondly.
  Sabi later said that it was 
nice to have so many people 
supporting her, but even if she 
hadn’t received such an immense 
amount of support, Sabi still 
would have chosen to run for 
king. 
  Nieves said, “I probably still 
would’ve [run for homecoming 
king] just so I can rub it into 
people’s faces that I did it.”


would feel comfortable in a 
Google car,” said Ratliff.
  However, the overlying 
consensus of the public is 
that Google cars are not 
reliable, and if Google wants 
to sell the car, they need to 
advertize to the public the 
safety of their cars.
  “Self-driving cars are 
going to have to prove their 
safety before the public can 
accept them,” said Younis.
  “Google needs to stick to 
search engines,” said Bynum.
  Already, other car 
companies like Mercedes, 
BMW and Tesla have taken 
interest in the project and 
are negotiating with Google 
to install the software in 
their cars when they hit the 
market. However, if Google 
cannot prove to the public 
that their cars are safe, there 
won’t be a market for the 
next big thing.
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TV CHARACTERS THAT SHOULD BE PRESIDENT BEFORE DONALD TRUMP


There is a major controversy in the upcoming 
presidential election, and his name is Donald Trump. 
Trump is primarily known for being a successful 
businessman, however, he has decided to run for 
president. Trump has made major waves, and the 
thought of him becoming president has sparked 
much hatred. So let’s meet the candidates that could 
be better for president than Donald Trump.


Spongebob Squarepants
First up, we have the fun loving Spongebob 


Squarepants. Squarepants would make a great 


POKÉMON GO BRINGS CHILDHOOD DREAMS TO LIFE


Many kids have imagined, since the 
early age of 10, becoming a Pokémon 
trainer, but sadly Pokémon is just a 
game.


The new game “Pokémon Go” by 
Nintendo is scheduled to be released 


in 2016. They have created an app for 
iOS and Android, and you can order a 
sensor or a Bluetooth type of accessory 
to put on a wristband or simply tuck 
into your pocket. The wristband 
accessory is a Poké ball, and what it’s 


supposed to do is alert the app on 
your phone to tell you when there is a 
Pokémon close by. When you get to a 
certain distance by the Pokémon, you 
can try to catch it. This app will also 
allow you to battle other people who 
have the same app and trade their 
Pokémon with other people.              


“I’m excited to see what the app 
will look like and how everything 
will work. I’m excited to feel like 
a real trainor,” said senior Arya 
Malmgrem    


The game announcement has been 
blowing up all over people’s social 
media and excitement chatter. This 
brings gaming to a whole new level. 
Wherever you go, you can catch any 
Pokémon. The app is free, but there are 
some items you may have to pay for 
in the app itself, for example the Poké 
Balls. As you go places the app will be 
able to tell you when you have an item 
you came across and collect what you 
need, just like in the original games. 
Buying the Poké balls or anything 
else is really just there to speed up the 


process.
“I’m looking forward to seeing 


how they pull off Pokémon in the real 
world and how battles will happen. 
I’m excited because you can run into 
Pokemon anytime of the day,” said 
senior Donovan Sarno. 


Once your app scans your 
surrounding area, it will set of the 
watch or sensor and you can open it 
up, and right on the screen you can 
see the graphics from all around you. 
Like in the handheld game when you 
catch the Pokémon, it records the time 
the date and where you met the pocket 
monsters. When trading it shows who 
the original owner was, and where they 
met the Pokémon.


This game will be breaking down 
barriers and creating a new way of 
gaming by bringing the Pokémon 
world alive, even if it’s not technically 
real. People will make new friends, 
fight their Pokémon and trade. 
Pokémon fans all over have been 
waiting and getting excited as the game 
release gets closer.


All of the possible candidates are set and ready to go,
Who would you vote for in our mini mock presidential
election? Photo Illistration Credit / Jordan Brown 


This is the Official Pokémon Go logo. It shows that soon all over the world 
Pok`émon Go will be world wide. Photo credit / The PokeMon Company


JordanBrown


president because of his infectious laugh, his award-
winning smile. Who wouldn’t want the best fry cook 
in the sea to run our country? 


But what are his policies? What does he stand 
for? Squarepants would stand for a higher minimum 
wage. Many times in the show, we see Spongebob 
ask Mr. Krabs for a raise, but it never happens. 
Squarepants lives paycheck to paycheck. He doesn’t 
have much money for fancy things, as we can see by 
the simplicity of his house. 


In a recent article, ran by “Time” magazine, we 
got an inside look at Donald Trump’s’ extravagant 
house.


Donald Duck
The next candidate is Donald Duck. Duck is 


normally remembered for his bad attitude,  squeaky 
voice and his fun loving personality. Does this old 
duck have what it takes to be president? 


Well if you think about duck, the next thing you 
would think about is Daisy Duck. Daisy and Donald 
have been together for as long as they have been on 
screen. He loves her, but that doesn’t mean he’s going 
to be a good president. Consider this, whenever Daisy 
isn’t around, he’s grumpy and mean, however, when 
she comes around and starts telling him what to do, 
he snaps right out of it and starts doing what she says. 
Donald is fantastic at taking direction and that is 
what this country needs. A president that does what 
needs to be done as opposed to acting out his own 
personal agenda is a rare treat. Plus his hair is better 
than Donald Trump’s!


Zack Martin
Our next hopeful president is none other than 


Zack Martin from the “Suite Life of Zack and Cody.” 
This troublemaker definitely doesn’t seem like the 
best candidate, but think of all the things that could 
come out of him being president.


His overall attitude is very carefree. He also is 


very good at learning quickly. At one point during 
the series, Zack and Cody open a club for teens in 
the hotel. Zack ran that club like a seasoned veteran, 
even though he had never done anything like this 
before. He would be able to quickly learn how to 
deal with this very touchy country and that’s half the 
battle right there.


Maddie Fitzpatrick
How about some girls though. A great female 


candidate would be Maddie Fitzpatrick from Suite 
Life as well. Fitzpatrick is a person that abolishes 
stereotypes. She is one of the few smart blondes 
depicted on television and has a strong work ethic. 
Between being a successful student, working at the 
hotel, and dealing with Zack and Cody, she has her 
hands full, but still manages to do it all. 


What is her political stance? Well women’s rights 
is the obvious one. She is a very strong female leader. 
Her ability to juggle all the different things in her life 
is one indicator of that skill. Another would be the 
fact that, in a predominantly male show, she almost 
always seems to be the one to hold things together. 


Hannah Montanna
Another fantastic female candidate would be 


Hannah Montana. Why would a mediocre pop star 
be a good candidate? She’s really good at keeping 
secrets. Which is what all politicians do nowadays 
anyway. 


Past her supreme secret keeping ability, 
Montana would stand against big business. In her 
time on screen, we see that she likes to do things by 
herself. She got famous by herself, much like Drake, 
she did it without a deal. She would give the states 
more power than the federal government. 


Montana would also have a strong campaign 
for women’s rights. Her character throughout the 


SEE TV CHARACTERS PAGE 12


Taylor Krupianik
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EMMA GRESCHAK DRAWS HER WAY THROUGH HIGH SCHOOL


   Illustration / Emma Greschak


  CAMP WAKESHMA: MAKING UNFORGETTABLE SUMMERS FOR ALMOST A CENTURY


The Camp Wakeshma bathhouse, settled in the 
middle of 12 camper cabins. Camp Wakeshma 
has been open for 91 years.
Photo Credit / Rachel Zook


On October 26, 2014 Emma Gresechak browses a 
bit of the fashion departments artwork at Kendall 
College. 
Photo Credit / Lori Umbanhowar


RachelZook
  During the long school year, many students 
from Loy Norrix and all around KPS look forward 
to the summer haven that is Camp Wakeshma. 
Whether they go as campers or hope to be a part 
of the staff, Camp Wakeshma has put hundreds of 
Kalamazoo locals and residents all over Michigan 
under its spell. 
  Established in 1923 and located in Three Rivers, 
Michigan, Wakeshma offers 6 weeks of co-ed camp, 
one junior’s week for campers age 8-12, one band 
week, and one nationally renowned gymnastics week 
(UsaG). Registration for being a summer camper 


at Wakeshma starts early in spring and fills quickly; 
spots in co-ed weeks are usually all taken within a 
few weeks of registration being opened.
  Staff spots are also filled quickly by high school 
age applicants from all around West Michigan and 
Chicago. 
  Applicants age 16 can apply to be a junior 
counselor, an unpaid position with all the same 
responsibilities as a regular counselor, but with fewer 
weeks scheduled for work. Anyone 17 years or older 
can apply to be a counselor or part of the kitchen 
staff. Counselors typically work 6-9 weeks, while 
junior counselors usually work 4-5. 
  “My favorite camp experience [as a counselor] 
was definitely UsaG week. The skill of all the campers 
and the constant activities made it fun. Just watching 
the campers triple flip and twist was awesome,” said 
Loy Norrix junior and Wakeshma staff member Jack 
Kujacznski.
  Compared to other camps around West 
Michigan, Camp Wakeshma is among the most 
inexpensive. Its grounds are not the most expansive, 
nor are its facilities the most luxurious, yet many 
families have been sending their kids for generations. 
So what makes Camp Wakeshma so special to so 
many people around West Michigan? 
  “I think it just gives kids a home away from 
home. It’s a place where kids let loose for a week and 
really be themselves. My favorite part about being a 
camper was getting to be as weird as I wanted for a 
week,” said Kujacznski.


  With activities like human foosball, skit night 
and water carnival, there is plenty for campers with 
all sorts of interests to do. 
  Classes taught by counselors such as fishing, air 
rifle, and yoga keep campers busy all week long, and 
free time in between classes allow campers to take 
part in other activities around camp and meet other 
campers and counselors. 
  To give everybody the full summer camp 
experience, Wakeshma enforced a no phone rule to 
help campers and counselors experience the camp 
without distractions.
  “As a camper, my favorite experience was always 
the Friday dances. The raves were amazing, [and] 
water carnival was a highlight of every week,” said 
Kujacznski.
  Running for 91 summers and counting, Camp 
Wakeshma continues to draw in new campers and 
families every year with its picturesque setting 
alongside Corey Lake, activities that create a sense of 
family and togetherness in 6 short days, and a staff 
that creates lasting bonds with campers.
  “[Wakeshma] impacted my life when I went as a 
camper and still does even though I’m too old to go 
now. It taught me about how quickly you can make 
strong bonds with people that last even after camp 
is over […] I wouldn’t trade my summers there for 
anything,” said LN junior Maeve Wilson.


AlexisMartin
  You’re roaming the halls of Loy Norrix. It’s after 
school; there’s no crowded halls to try to fight your 
way through to make it to class on time. Walking 
through the main hallway, something catches your 
eye. It’s artwork made by the art students at Loy 
Norrix.
  Students are offered a number of different art 
programs, one of them being AP Studio Art.  AP Art 
is an advanced class for the students here at Loy 
Norrix to continue with their artwork. 
  “This [AP Art] is primarily for advanced art 
students who want to go on to art school for a career 
in design,” said AP Art teacher Cindy Vanlieu. 
  Junior Emma Greschak has been making art 
since she was 3 years old.  Now she is continuing her 


art through her high school career. 
  “It’s a way for me to express myself. It keeps my 
day… productive. I carry a sketchbook everywhere,” 
said Emma. Emma continued,
  “When I have the chance, I sign up for art 
classes. I’ve done art camps for a couple years now. 
My inspiration comes, in large part, from a lot of the 
work produced by LAIKA Studios.”
  There are many different local art competitions 
for local artists to participate in, including Art Hop 
or ArtPrize. 
  Art Hop and ArtPrize are two different 
competitions where artists can enter their artwork to 
the public. A few artists can enter their art to win a 
money prize. 
  Greschak has not entered her work in these 
competitions but says she hopes she can in the 
future. She has already had some of her comics 
published in Knight Life. This is only the beginning 
of her career in art. 
  Art is a career many people pursue. Some 
become artists who sell their work or enter them 
in competitions or museums. However others use 
digital media, like cartoons or animation films. 
  Art students can attend multiple colleges 
in Michigan, but there are specific colleges and 
programs that are offered to art students. 
  “We have some really talented art students 
who have attended some of the most prestigious 
art colleges in the United States. For example:  
Kendall College of Art and Design, The School of 
the Art Institute of Chicago, Rhode Island School 
of Design, University of Michigan Stamps Art and 
Design School,  Michigan State Art School, Western 


Michigan Frostic School of Design, Eastern Michigan 
University, and the College of Creative Studies 
Detroit,” said Vanlieu.
  When you go to college, where do you plan to 
go? Are you going to attend a school in Michigan and 
take advantage of the promise, or are you going out-
of-state?  
  As Vanlieu mentioned earlier, there are many 
different colleges with art programs. 
 Art is a form of expression, especially for Emma. 
Everyone has some artistic ability in themselves. 
Take that opportunity to let your ability thrive. 
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POINT COUNTERPOINT
GMOS WILL BE NEEDED IN THE FUTUREPSEUDOSCIENCE HAS POPULARIZED GMOS


Genetically modified 
organisms (GMOs) seem 
to be the one of the most 
controversial aspects of 
science. GMOs are constantly 
attacked from all sides by 
liberals and conservatives 
alike. 


When most people hear 
GMO they think about crops 
that have genes spliced into 
their DNA. These genes 
could have the same effects 
as selective breeding except 
selective breeding would take 
years, even centuries to have 
the same impact that gene 
splicing has. These genes 
can make the crops resistant 
to frost or pesticides. Some 
GMOs even make the crop 
more nutritious, or vitamin 
rich. 


You’ll notice that none 
of these genes sound like 
diabolical schemes created 
by mega-corporations, that’s 
because GMOs are actually 
pretty boring. Most GMOs 
are designed to help farmers 
so they don’t have to worry 
about pesticides killing their 
crops. GMOs can also make 
sure that an entire crop won’t 
be wiped out by a single frost. 
These GMOs can be incredibly 
helpful for developing regions 
where food is sometimes 
scarce. A crop that can survive 
the cold or has more nutrients 
can often mean the difference 
between life and death in some 
parts of the world.


An article from Forbes 
shows that, “Every major 


international science body 
in the world has reviewed 
multiple independent studies—
in some cases numbering in 
the hundreds—in coming to 
the consensus conclusion that 
GMO crops are as safe or safer 
than conventional or organic 
foods.”


The scientific 
organizations in the report 
include: the American Medical 
Association, the French 
Academy of Science, the Royal 
Society of Medicine (UK), 
the European Commission, 
the Union of German 
Academics of Sciences and 
Humanities, the World Health 
Organization,  and many 
others.  


Many arguments from 
anti-GMO sources stem from 
the fact that GMOs can make 
plants resistant to herbicides, 
specifically Glyphosate. 
Glyphosate (most commonly 
used in “Roundup”) is an 
herbicide that kills weeds, but 
certain genetically modified 
organisms resist its effects. 
Anti-GMO people point to 
numerous studies finding links 
between Glyphosate and many 
health issues, including cancer 
and birth defects. While this 
sounds pretty damning, there 
are many issues with these 
studies.


French microbiologist 
Gilles-Éric Séralini conducted 
one of the most infamous 
GMO studies. The study tested 
tumor growth among rats fed 
with GMOs and Glyphosate 
over a long period of time. The 
study found that GMOs and 
Glyphosate made tumors more 
prevalent in rats. However, 
the breed of rat used was more 
susceptible to tumors than 
normal rats. On top of that, 
too few rats were used for the 


JakeHeasleyClaytonBarker
Debates on whether or 


not Genetically Modified 
Organisms (GMOs) are good 
for humanity or bad have been 
ongoing for twenty some years 
now. The long term effect of 
GMOs are unknown, but the 
short term effects of GMOs 
are known and are threatening 
mankind. 


If GMOs are so bad, 
why hasn’t the government 
done something about them? 
Why haven’t the people been 
informed?


Remember this: 
Monsanto, the leading 
agrochemical company in the 
GMO game, spends millions 
on propaganda and lobbying. 


According to Open Secrets 
Center for Responsive Politics, 
Monsanto spent close to 9 
million dollars in lobbying 
with the US government in 
2008 and millions of dollars 
every year prior.


Debating whether or not 
GMOs are good for society 
always comes down to the 
same two arguments. The 
first argument states genetic 
modification has been going on 
for decades and is no different 
today than it was hundreds 
of years ago. The second 
argument is how GMOs are 
needed to feed the world and 
end world hunger because of 
their increment of crop yield. 
These statements couldn’t be 
anymore false.


Talk to any GMO advocate 
and mendacity will spew 
from their mouth stating 


genetic engineering (GE) or 
GMOs have been around for 
hundreds of years, which isn’t 
true. Most pro GMO gurus like 
to say that selective breeding 
and GE are the same. Selective 
breeding defined by Biology 
Online: is the intentional 
breeding of organisms with a 
desirable trait in an attempt to 
produce offspring with similar 
desirable characteristics or 
with improved traits.


Coercing an animal to 
have sexual intercourse with 
another animal or getting 
vegetable seeds and pollen 
acquainted with each other 
for the first time couldn’t 
be any farther from genetic 
engineering.


One way to create a GMO 
is to start with a restriction 
endonuclease, which is an 
enzyme that will cut DNA in 
a very specific section. Once 
the DNA has been cut, the 
ability to insert a foreign 
gene into the open space cut 
from the enzyme emerges, 
then genetically modifying 
the product. Stating genetic 
engineering is an archaic doing 
absurd, insertion of arbitrary, 
foreign genes into a plant or 
animal is just not comparable 
to making a Black Lab dog 
have breed with a Poodle 
(selective breeding).  


A study conducted by 
Ed Oplinger, professor of 
agronomy at the University 
of Wisconsin, concluded that 
genetically modified soybean 
plants have a lower yield 
average of 4 percent compared 
to non-GMO soybean crops, 
although 4 percent is the 
average, yields dropped all 
the way to 13 percent lower 
in comparison to non-GMO 
soybean crops.


How do Biotech-
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Is the Confederate 
Flag racist?


Junior Sierra Waddle


I believe it isn’t racist 
because it was used to 
get people on the side 
of the confederacy, 
and the racism is just a        
byproduct of the flag.


Junior Noah Silvey


Yes, because it 
represents a time 
when racism was 
prevelent.


SEE POINT PAGE 8 SEE COUNTERPOINT PAGE 8
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in the paper? Write us!
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  The security guards at Loy Norrix 
are the first line of defense for any 
threats towards the safety of staff and 
students. However, people who want 
more protection for students say that 
security staff are not able to provide 
enough security for students. People 
who support gun freedom also argue 
that security guards aren’t efficient 
enough to protect students and support 
the extra protection that teachers 
and staff would offer should they be 
trained and allowed to have concealed 
firearms. 
  After the Sandy Hook Elementary 
School incident, in which teachers and 
students were gunned down, many 


states were prompted to act due to a 
threat of an armed gunman, according 
to an article on CBS News by Lucy 
Madison. Following the shooting, five 
states gave administrators the authority 
to train and arm their teachers and in 
2013 over 80 bills were passed in at 
least 33 states that would train teachers 
to carry a firearm, according to Kate 
Murphy of NBC News.
  According to Michigan Legislature, 
a Michigan bill that is in the senate 
would allow people, such as teachers 
and school staff, to carry concealed 
weapons in a pistol free zone such as 
a school. The bill was proposed by 
lawmakers in order to reduce the risk 
of danger to students 
  In reality the bill towards allowing 
concealed weapons in schools is 
counterproductive. Staff members and 
teachers should not be required or 
allowed to carry concealed weapons in 
the classroom or around the school.
  Since Columbine and other recent 
school shootings, there has been a 
sharp increase in school security across 


the nation. More security guards 
roam the halls of schools, more safety 
measures, like lockdown drills, are in 
place to protect students, and more 
precautions are taken towards ensuring 
a safer environment in the school zone. 
  As of right now, Michigan state 
law prevents people from carrying 
concealed firearms on school property. 
However, a loophole in the law allows 
people to openly carry their firearm in a 
school zone. 
  According to Gary Ridley of 
MLive, “The only people who can 
carry a concealed weapon in schools 
are security guards, or those who are 
licensed one by the state.”
  A main concern about teachers 
having a concealed weapon in the 
classroom is their mental stability 
and the effects of having a weapon in 
the same environment as a student. 
Some students may feel a sense of 
intimidation or fear towards a teacher 
having a dangerous and armed weapon 
at their disposal.


SEE TEACHERS PAGE 13


TEACHERS SHOULD NOT CARRY CONCEALED WEAPONS


CONFEDERATE NO MORE:
THE DOUBLE CROSSED FLAG IS NO LONGER RELEVANT


		 Is the confederate flag necessary? 
That is the question we all want to 
ask.  Some would say that it’s still 
the symbol of the south, I disagree. 
Not only does it represent a racist 
statement but it takes away somebody’s 
independence. Personally, I don’t think 
it’s necessary and there’s no reason for 
it to be around anymore; it’s time to 
bury the hatchet.
  The Confederate Flag came about 
in the year 1861, used as the battle flag 
for the south during the Civil War. It 
is the single most known symbol of 
the confederacy. The Klu Klux Klan 
also used this as their flag to represent 


racism towards African Americans and 
also southern heritage. The history 
alone backing this battle flag should 
give us more than enough reasoning 
to disband this flag from any state 
grounds.
  The problem of still waving the 
flag around has been addressed many 
times, including one of the more 
recent situations in South Carolina 
this past summer. South Carolina’s 
House passed an amendment allowing 
a debate for removing the confederate 
flag from Capitol grounds. A two-thirds 
majority vote in both the House and 
Senate was needed in order for it to 
get to the governor’s desk and actually 
remove the flag.
  Many people still wave the flag 
around as a representation of a culture 
that supports discrimination. To me, 
it’s a symbol of failure in which the 
southern states failed to win the Civil 
War. Some people are so uneducated 
or ignorant about the situation that 


they fail to see that it can separate, 
discriminate and hurt others. Rape, 
beatings, whippings, and just pure 
evil is all I see in that double crossed 
‘symbol’ of the southerners, and people 
that are so stubborn and value the 
tradition of the flag so much, they’re 
not open to a discussion about change.  
  What really doesn’t make sense 
is when Northerners use the flag 
because first of all, you’re holding the 
enemies flag on one hand, and second 
you’re failing to see what it represents, 
whether you like it or not. Racism is 
still very alive in the United States.
  This flag is unnecessary because it 
represents the hatred towards a culture 
that was enslaved, judged and killed 
only because of the pigment of their 
skin.


Jonathan Lo


JalinPritchett


I	think	the	flag	is	
racist	because	it	was	
symbolized	during	
the	time	of	racism	and	
slavery.


Sophomore	Rhyan	Moore


The	context	of	it	and	the	
way	it’s	been	used	in	
history	I	would	say	it	is.


Junior	Elizabeth	Gbogi Sophomore	Joe	Trimner


Kinda,	it	depnds	on	who’s	
putting	it	up,	if	it’s	a	racist	
person	then	yeah.





